
Three Purposes of Writing

Writing to Learn
"Writing to Learn" strategies use writing as a means for students to discover and explore what they know--and 
to learn more in the act of writing.  One of the major precepts of this sort of writing is that thinking and writing 
are inextricably linked.  The audience for such writing is the authors themselves.  

Writing to Demonstrate Learning
Although innovative forms of this kind of writing have appeared relatively recently, the demonstration of 
learning has long been the primary purpose for which writing has been used in most classrooms.  The audience 
is generally restricted to a single person--the teacher.  The purpose of this kind of writing is to demonstrate to 
the teacher what the author knows.  The writing, regardless of specific form, is usually expository prose.

Authentic Writing
 Pieces in this category are intended for an audience and purpose beyond the classroom setting, though tied to 
the content being studied.  Authors make choices about audience, purpose, and form for these pieces based on 
their interests.

http://www.wku.edu/3kinds/

The 6-Traits of Good Writing

Ideas
The Ideas are the main message, the content of the piece, the main theme, together with all the supporting 
details that enrich and develop that theme. The ideas are strong when the message is clear, not garbled. The 
writer chooses details that are interesting, important, and informative–often the kinds of details the reader 
would not normally anticipate or predict. Successful writers do not "tell" readers things they already know; 
e.g., "It was a sunny day, and the sky was blue, the clouds were fluffy white …" Successful writers "show" 
readers that which is normally overlooked; writers seek out the extraordinary, the unusual, the unique, the bits 
and pieces of life that might otherwise be overlooked.

Organization
Organization is the internal structure of a piece of writing, the thread of central meaning, the pattern and 
sequence, so long as it fits the central idea. Organizational structure can be based on comparison-contrast, 
deductive logic, point-by-point analysis, development of a central theme, chronological history of an event, or 
any of a dozen other identifiable patterns. When the organization is strong, the piece begins meaningfully and 
creates in the writer a sense of anticipation that is, ultimately, systematically fulfilled. Events proceed logically; 
information is given to the reader in the right doses at the right times so that the reader never loses interest. 
Connections are strong, which is another way of saying that bridges from one idea to the next hold up. The 
piece closes with a sense of resolution, tying up loose ends, bringing things to a satisfying closure, answering 
important questions while still leaving the reader something to think about.

Voice
Voice is the writer coming through the words, the sense that a real person is speaking to us and cares about the 
message. It is the heart and soul of the writing, the magic, the wit, the feeling, the life and breath. When the 
writer is engaged personally with the topic, he/she imparts a personal tone and flavor to the piece that is 
unmistakably his/hers alone.  And it is that individual something–different from the mark of all other writers–
that we call Voice.



Word Choice
Word Choice is the use of rich, colorful, precise language that communicates not just in a functional way, but 
in a way that moves and enlightens the reader. In descriptive writing, strong word choice resulting in imagery, 
especially sensory, show-me writing, clarifies and expands ideas. In persuasive writing, purposeful word choice 
moves the reader to a new vision of ideas. In all modes of writing figurative language such as metaphors, 
similes and analogies articulate, enhance, and enrich the content. Strong word choice is characterized not so 
much by an exceptional vocabulary chosen to impress the reader, but more by the skill to use everyday words 
well.

Sentence Fluency
Sentence Fluency is the rhythm and flow of the language, the sound of word patterns, the way in which the 
writing plays to the ear, not just to the eye.  How does it sound when read aloud? That's the test.  Fluent writing 
has cadence, power, rhythm, and movement. It is free of awkward word patterns that slow the reader's 
progress. Sentences vary in length, beginnings, structure, and style, and are so well crafted that the writer 
moves through the piece with ease.

Conventions
The Conventions Trait is the mechanical correctness of the piece and includes five elements: spelling, 
punctuation, capitalization, grammar/usage, and paragraphing. Writing that is strong in Conventions has been 
proofread and edited with care. Since this trait has so many pieces to it, it's almost an analytical trait within an 
analytic system. As you assess a piece for convention, ask yourself: "How much work would a copy editor 
need to do to prepare the piece for publication?" This will keep all of the elements in conventions equally in 
play. Conventions is the only trait where we make specific grade level accommodations, and expectations 
should be based on grade level to include only those skills that have been taught. Handwriting and neatness are 
not part of this trait.

http://educationnorthwest.org/traits
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Types of Writings for Every Classroom

Timed Essay Questions
These essays are very similar to the ones that students have grown accustomed to writing for college-level 
classes.  A timed essay will be graded on a student’s ability to organize the information needed through creating 
a strong thesis and building a solid conclusion.  Instructors are looking for essays that demonstrate that the 
student (a) understands the subject, (b) relates the information accurately, and (c) synthesizes the answer into 
their own ideas.

Persuasive Essay
Many people might think that if one simply has an opinion, one can argue it effectively, and these folks are 
always surprised when others don't agree with them because their logic seems so correct. Additionally, writers 
of argumentation often forget that their primary purpose in an argument is to "win" it--to sway the reader to 
accept their point of view.  In choosing a topic, avoid writing about issues that cannot be won, no matter how 
strongly you might feel about them.

Cause and Effect Essay
The cause and effect essay includes some elements of writing that might be considered more professional than 
those a descriptive or narrative essay might include. It is very important, for instance, that the tone be 
reasonable, and that your presentation be factual and believable. Sources are often required in a cause/effect 
paper, and the choice of these sources is important as they reflect on the validity of the paper. Additionally, the 
first-person point of view does not work as well in professional essays.  The purpose of a cause and effect 
paper is to be as convincing as possible, and to convince readers to accept the cause/effect as plausible.

Comparison and Contrast Essays
Writing a comparison/contrast paper involves comparing and contrasting two subjects. A comparison shows 
how two things are alike. A contrast shows how two things are different.  Start with subjects that have some 
basic similarities, brainstorm everything known about each subject and then look for connections that show 
similarities and differences.  These essays typically use a thesis statement, such as: “Although there is exquisite 
beauty in the seasons of autumn and spring, there are also distinctions which allow each season to stand on its 
own”.

Definition Essays
The definition essay defines something, perhaps a particular word or idea. It is often a combination of the cause 
and effect, the descriptive, the narrative, the process, and the comparison / contrast essays, all working together 
to create a complete definition of a multifaceted subject.  To write a successful definition essay one must share 
all the knowledge they have obtained on the subject. In order for the reader to have an absolute understanding 
of the word "feminism," one may want to start with the history, then tell about the men and women who saw 
the need for equality, and finally how feminism affects us today.

Descriptive Essays
There are several methods writers use to describe something in an essay. They may choose vivid, fresh 
language, or they may use examples, or they might take something ordinary and by comparing it with 
something extraordinary, make it interesting, or they may use their senses.  One little word can conjure up a 
number of associations, all coming at the subject in a different way. So when asked to describe an event or a 
person, start with the obvious, but don't stay there.

Evaluation Essays
Many of the features of evaluations are the same as those found in a cause and effect essay, although the writer 
is not showing a causal relationship. Evaluative essays seek to prompt readers to examine their own values and 
to perhaps accept the view of the writer. In this sense, evaluation is more like argumentation. Evaluation can be 
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used in book and movie reviews or it can be used to describe a work process. We evaluate employees and 
employers; we evaluate the success of particular programs in government or education.

Informational Interviews
Advertising and television often glamorize certain occupations while failing to notice others. Hearing such 
enthusiastic reports of the job description, we sometimes tend to assume the career would be perfect for us. Not 
everyone understands the realistic view of what a career requires of an individual. We also ignore careers 
which are not highlighted in the news. An informational interview is a beneficial technique in determining what 
a career would realistically be like. It is a means to explore and understand a career. Unlike a job interview, the 
informational interview is conducted by the person interested in the occupation.  Also a good mode of writing 
for gathering eye-witness accounts of related experiences within the topic.

Narrative Essays
Narrative writing tells a story. In essays the narrative writing could also be considered reflection or an 
exploration of the author's values told as a story. The author may remember his or her past, or a memorable 
person or event from that past, or even observe the present.  As the essay is a story, the tone and style should be 
relaxed and conversational.  In a successful narrative essay, the author usually makes a point.
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